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THE STORY OF THE ASSASSINATION OF ALEXANDER II.
Q- Q I I
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MSSl?
oINow Told for the First

SCENES AT THE TIME

OF THE
ASSASSINATION.

Woman's Influence Twice
Moves the Czar.

In the assasiatloa of Cixr Alexander,
on ths third Sunday of March. ISO. two
women played a decisive part, while a
third succeeded almost In forestalling that
awful tragedy. Two of them, the sad
Imperial lady who unconeciously urged her
beloved cousin to death, and the other

.j'whoee tears and entreaties cams near xar--
ing him. are still eJlva.

Daring the early morning hours of the
day named the treat Winter Palace was
alive from vestibule to atUo with hurrying
offJclais, guardsmen and servants, r

Alexander al announced io the major-dom- o

at midnight that he would attend the.
trooping of the colors In St. Michael's Bar-
racks.

This ceremony takes place, every Sunday
sftarnoon at 1 o'clock. nd In his happier
days the Emperor seldom missed the grand
spsotacle. Of late, however, nlhllUtio
threats aid rumored conspiracies had kept
him away from this favorite pastime, ta the
profound regret of officers and men. who
looked Qpon bis Majesty's attendance as a
pedal boon and a possible promise of

gracious words or even more tangible

This time the Bodyruard Bappeurs were
to parade before the Csar. and It
whispered that Alexander looked forward to
the event with ;nuch pleasure. Indeed, so
Joyful were his anticipations that he or-
dered the emblems of mourning removed
from his equipage, though the Empress
Marie was only dead eight months

The Czar was standing on one of the
windows overlooking the palace square
with Its colossal granite monument, when,
toward 9 o'clock, he uttered a little cry
of surprise,

"Another attack of asthma. Sascha?
asked Princess Jouriewsky, whom Alexan-
der had married soon after his first wife's
teath to legitimize their threB children.

Xo, thank God. but Lorls Is racing
toward the house as If his troika were
chased by wolves. Something must havo
happened. Leae me. my child, and take
our little ones away with you."
Irl Count Melikoft was tlu-- Minister

f the Interior and Grand Lord Prosecutor
of Nihilism, with unlimited authority. He
was a man alike tried In war and pcv.
As a General hla name was associated with
some of the foremost latter-da- y suc-ess-s

of the Russian arms; as administrator he
had won golden opinions as Governor of
the Caucasus and of Clrcassla, In flchtins
nisck Death, and as a most formidable
hunter-dow- n of conspirators nnd revolu-
tionists. He possessed Alexander's fullest
confidence. The Emperor u?ed to my of
him: "My Lorls Is as wlde-awa- iw was
Napoleon's Fouche. but doesn't keep la
pockets full of mistresses and assassins to
throw his master into fits of delight or
terror, as occasion demands. That's why I
like him."

Alexander received the favorite with his
nsual somewhat ceremonious warmth, but
curiosity soon got the better of him.

"What la It? I hope nothing to interfere
with y's plans?" he cried, after in-
viting the Count to a seat, whila. at the
same time, he compelled him to remain
standing by holding onto one of his uni-
form buttons.

"Begging Majesty's pardon. I am ld

yes."
"If anything is planned againM the

palace we must nrat send Catherine Mlchal-lovr- .a

(Princess Jouriewsky) and the
children away."

The Emr-cru- lcnt forward to strike a
hell, but MelikofT stayed his hand.

"I Implore your Majesty to .!o me the
honor to listen. I shall be brief."

I I

Thli was th Minister' report:
After working on a certain clew !r,1l

atlve of the existence of a new
for two or three months, the police h?d
caught tho leader of the latest plot,

In the course of the previous night,
and Lorls had worked for seven hours o
j)vrimde him to confess.

Thirty muutcs ao the culprit btois

Time. By an Eyewitness and Friend, Richard

of
l
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conspiracy

Shel-Jabof- f.

down. Thl was lt- plan: The Czar was
to be murdered, by means of bombs, on
his not ride thromrh the city.

Alet.ind.-- r relieved. as you
got the the plan. If it
ever had rc:il must be off. and
so I may go to my trooping of colors in
peace."

Continuing la the famlllu' "thcu," ths

i J.

.

.. f3?'P$slZ.- -i- fc " 'j - M I m

Czar "I thank thee n thousand
llmea. my friend. Thy watchfulness Is

iual to the sootindr'lism of mlnq and
Russia's worst enemies. Now. go to Cath-
erine Mlchallovna and 0H her of thy new
triumph. She must all"' thee to Kiss her
hand. Ilult po semu." R It so.)

"Rut." cried Ixiri.. turning deathly pale.
"1 beseech our Majfly to consider. U I

sa- - -- a

Count Pfeil, Aid-de-Ca- mp to the Late Czar.S

tr?T-z-- r detailskwIEfV thk murderous
r--lM-1 h$k, mi A& bJlr plot.
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looked "Well,

added: understood rightly, you Insist upon doing
the very thing most fraught with danger
at this moment. You must not go. upon
my S'ul and conscience. I cannot tcrmit
jou to go to the trooping of the colors."

Th- - Hmperor smiled at harlng lilmstlf
address. l without the xtrescrtbed
title but I" mediately assumed a show of
aevrliy. "Now. dou't try to make me a

coward." h said. "I made up my mind,
and thou wilt oblige me by telling thy
story to my wife. Ily the way." he added,
"thou wilt sup with u Como
early and stay late, my good I.orls."

The List words wer prophetic. I.oris
returned to the palace long before night,
to go away In th wee hoTira of the morn-
ing cursing himself for not having braved
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i:srace by li.slstln? upon his original d
mand. He made, however, one last effort
on that morning- by appealing to Princess
Jouriewsky. Alexander's wife no sooner
heard of the danger threatening him than
she took her children, George, S years,
Olga. T years, and the baby. Catherine,
Z's years old. and ran to the father's
apartments. Thcro ail four threw them-
selves on their knees and begged and im-

plored him with many tears and protesta-
tions, not to leave the palace that day.

Alexander was. after all, a weak-hearte- d

man. As the cries of sorrowing mothers
and wives drovu him to the rash peace of
Ft. Stcphano. which cost him his popu-
larity, fo the beautiful Catherine and her
pretty children moved him from his pur-
pose so nuthoritatlvely asserted, lie con-

sented with an aching heart and against
his will, he raid. But while Catherine
rushed to Inform Count Mellkoff. who was
waiting In h'r boudoir, the Grand Duchess
Alexandra JurcphoviM, widow of the lata
Grand Duke I onstantlne. was announced.
This great lady, born Princess of

was Alexander's favorite slster-In-la-

and bad great influence with blra.
Tho Czar always played the gallant to-

ward her, never failing to show her th
utmost courtesy. Her every wish was law.
as far a he was able to fulfill It.

In the course of their talk tho Czar re-

marked that he had to abandon his in-

tended visit to St. Michael's Barracks be-

cause ho felt not well enough to sit his
horse.

"Too bad." replied her Imperial Highness,
"this very lay Constantlne hoped to havs
the honor to thank thee for the comrnls-lo- n

thou hast conferred upon him."
Constantlne. then scarcely 23. Is Alex-

andra Joscphovna's youngest son. He Is
now of Emperor Nicolas, a.

Major General of the Army and president
of tho Imperial Academy of Sciences.

"If that'is the case. I must go, sick or
well," laughed Alexander; "take my word
for It. Leautlful Joscphovna, I will bs
there."

Thus a man's whlra of chivalry undid ths
work of love and devotion.

At ten minutes past 12 the Car ordered
me to Inspect his carriage, a small kaly-ask- a.

Krolow Shcrgrjerf. the old body coach-
man, usually full of good cheer and aneo-tiot- e.

greeted me morosely.
"I harnessed up the awlltest flyers -. ths

stable." he said significantly: "my life oa
it that they can outrun Colonel Iwor-ihizaky- 's.

If necetJ-ary.- The Colonel was.
at that time. Master of the St. Petersburg
Police and his famous team waj reputed
to be- tho fastest in the city.

I didn't care to ask Frolow's reason for
the precaution. I simply said: "Ills Majesty
expects you to carry him as safely as al- -

ays,."
"God help that." said the old fellow, and

brushing aside the long beard (hat huuz
over his breast with Its numerous decora-tlo- n.

he lifted ono of the golden crosses
to his lips and kissed It de.outly. Two
minutes later I was speeding toward St.
Michael's ltarracks to announce his Ma-

jesty's coming.
Tho Czarowltz. who was about to be-

come Alexander IIL, had preceded mo a
minute beforu and had taken his stand on
tho Sappeurs' right flank. Aside frora
him, there were some fifty Generals pres-
ent,I among them Duke Peter of Oldcn-bur- g,

the Emperor's intimus, who survived
him but a abort time: tho Grand Duks
Constantlne. Prlnco Mcntshlkoft. the whlte- -
halrcd Suvoroff.a grandson of tho celebrated
Klcl.l Marshal, and other men of rank and
distinction. Every officer of the Guards
was on his post or among tho spectators,
all wearing brand-ne- uniforms, for ths
Ciir examined his men most critically oa
such occasions. Many of the youngpr niea
had even gone so far as to hava thele
horses shod with silver anything to get


